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NE?.' ?!EXICO COEJBATS PRZDATORY ANWLS AND INJURIOUS RODEJVTS. 
- - L 

V!ashington, D. C. Prowling predatory animals are 

on the decrease in Netrr Mexico due to the intensive campaign maged by 

State and Federal forces of the Biological Survey, United States Depart- 

ment of Agriculture. One thousand and fifty-nine coyotes, 201 bobcats, 

55 r!loives, 13'mountain lions, and 7 bears including 3 grizzlies, have 

been exterminated at a total co35 of 81i.20 an animal, without deducting 

fur values. Thii is considere,d. a very 3msll outlay for protection in 
.* 

view of the fact that the average gray lr:olf kills tl,i)OO vrorth of live , 

stock a year, while a mountain lion destroys $500 worth of stock and the 

bobcat and coyote $50 worth each. On this basis the saving represented 

in this cooperative campaign i3 nearly nine times the amount of the gross 

expenditure. 

Poisoning operations .agaicat predatory animals for the coming r:.inter 

from December to March, 1919, are plannod on a scale so extensive as to 

include the main winter ranges of the State. With more czrafclly sya- 

tematized methods and's larger and more dependable personnel at the 

disposal of the United States Bureau of Biological Survey than has here- 

tofore been available, quick and permanent relief from coyotes and bob- 

cats is promised for New hfexico stockmen who are keenly interested in the 

project and are milling to cooperate in the work to the best of their 

abiiity. 

(Edirtors:- The additional details below are for publications 
desiring more particulars.) 

To Increase Trapping Force. 

During the recent summer 12 hunters paid by the State and 15 in the em- 

ploy of the Federal Government have conducted an intensive trapping campaign. 
_ ~~ : 

This fs?ce will be- izkreased to 4G during .the fall:and winter trapping season 

as at those seasons the animals are more easily captured, while the value of 
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their fur gives an income to the State which almost pays for the coot of.killin, 

Illustrative 3 f the great value of nredatory animal control, during the 

three years of the Govei-merit's organizatibr work in r;jel:: !Jexico, the gray wolf 

population, imu been reduced fror 3QG indiviauais tc less titan 40. The entirt 

exteminatioil of such proT?lars vri.11 mean great reduction in the local 109~~3~ 

of iive stock. Bears also have been very destructive in the ?ecos Wmntain 

region. Lring the recent grazing season they killed a2proxinately 125 head 

of valuable cattle. Sinilar damage in the Black Range al:d in the Xogollon 

EEountains makes it evident that a total of at least 250 head of cattle as meli 

as a large nuzlber of sheep vere killed by bears. Those facto are mrthy of 

consideration, the Federal specialists point out, in viev: of the general ar,d 

concerted efforts new under way on the part of sportsmen to enact legisiation 

that v?ill prevent trapping of bears or hunting then -J?ith the aid of dogs. 

Uinetg *I_ Psr Ger,-t cf Prairie Dogs Killed. -- 

Betweec April and August cooperative work in exter->insting prairie dogs 

was conducted over 652,000 acres of infested land; Lore than 60 tons of poisoned 

grain being used and 3,403 landowners assisting in the mrk. An average of 

over 90 per cent of the prairie dogs on the treated areas have been killed; i,n 

many places exterrination has been com-olete. : Pracficallv all-the crop areas 

subject to damge by prairie dogs have bet:? treeted, mounting to 400,000 

acres. The value of this work is evidenced from the fact that on the untreated- 

land the total loss of the crop, or at least a 50 per cent loss, often occurs 

as a result of prairie-dog infestation. It is estimated that the crop saving, 

effected this year fror: prairie-dog control amounts to amroximately $500,000. 

On the range lands of Mew Mexico 25 2,C3C acres have been treated with 

poison, while the plans are ccmlete to exteiid this control as rapidly as 

possible over 1,500,OOO acres. A9 a nule, the average cost of initial treat- 

ment on range areas has been less than 3* cents an acre. 
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